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Cityline 
Revision 
Likely 

Because city boundary lines 
bisect a number of properties 
at the Pleasant Ridge and 
Oak Park' city lines, creating 
a. tax collection problem, offi­
cials of the three municipali­
ties will meet in an attempt 
to eliminate the confusion. 

Though , the problem has been 
one of years' standing nothing 
cduld be done about it until the 
state Legislature at its last session 
passed a bill permitting officials 
of cities involved to correct the 

'Condition. Now, officials may 
vote to change the boundary lines. 

The, Ferndale-Pleasant Ridge 
city tine runs through the center 
of property fronting on Woodward 
Height*; front Woodward to Ber­
muda. Ferndale has collected taxes 
on the homes on the front of the 
lots, but local residents aften did 
not P*y taxes on .the rear end of 
'the lots, which are in Pleasant 
Ridge. 
' TQ eliminate this confusion, a 
Joint hearing of the two city com­
missions, with affected property 
owners, wilt be held March 25 in 
Pleasant Ridge City Hall. 

The same condition exists at the 
city's western boundary where a 
number of parcels of property are 
divided by the Ferndale-Oak Park 
boundary line. Because the divid­
ing line is irregular there may J35 
several jogs in the adjusted boun­
dary, it was said. Members of the 
commission will meet here with 
the Oak Park City Council March 
26 in an attempt to eliminate the 
boundary problem of two munici­
palities taxing different portions 
of the same property. 

$1.50 a Year ^ 
M * 

FIVE CENTS PER 008¾ 

Here's Woodward-8 Mile Intersection of ihe Future 

Here's the motoring Utopia, so long dreamed about by 
motorists, the Woodward and 8 Mile grade separation. Pre­
pared by the State Highway Department, the above sketch, 
shows how the intersection may look in the future. Wood-

28 Lines to Join 
Honor Societies 

tincoln High School Honor so­
cieties will hold their annual in­
duction ceremony Tuesday at 8:00 
p.m. in the high school auditorium. 

Twenty-eight students will,Join 
the honor societies. They include 
the following from the eleventh 
and twelfth graces: Marjorie 
Brinkman, Eva Stern, Gordon 
Scott, Ross McNutt, Bill Gorenflo, 
Bill Cartwright, Richard Lewis, 
Zetta Forsen, Nancy -Effinger, 
Irene Kreuger, Carolyn Divers, 
Donna Baker, Catherine' Baker. 
From the ninth and tenth grades 
are: Barbara Perrick, Jack Zavitz, 
Susan Becker, Dorothy Belgum, 
Shirley Roggs, Jim Easley, Mary 
Ooeppel, Beryl Hamlet, John Rich­
ards, Marianne Lucatch, William 
Nelson, Art Purcilly, John Red-
fieM, Dorothy Richards and Kay 
Withers. 

Special music will be furnished 
hy/Valerie Campbell, 12A harpist, 
anfl" the Lincoln Triple Trio, of 
Betty Brown, Doris Commons, 
Ffanauelle WilcoxTKlaine Adher-
son, Nancy Frlel, Julia Carter, 
Bflvira Schuabel, Peggy Blaine and 
Mary Loewn. 

The ritual will be conducted by 
members of both societies led by 
the two presidents, Davdd Jahsman 
and James Munson. The faculty 
sponsors are Mrs. Gayle Willing-
ham and Mrs. ftlsie M. Harper. 

Quests will Include all Interested 
high school students and faculty, 
parents of both members and in­
ductees, the Board of Education 
and the Exchange Club, which 
donated the senior group's lighted 
hall plague. 

A reception honoring the new 
Inductees and guestswill follow 
In the cafeteria: 

First Candidate 
Enters Race For 
School Board 

Though the annual school elec­
tion will not be held until June 
14, the first nominating petition of 
a candidate already has been taken 
out. 

William L. McGill of 23028 Nor­
wood, Oak Park, will be a candi­
date, and reports his nominating 
petitions are in circulation. McGill 
has never sought public office be­
fore, though he served as a mem-
ber~~o~f the Oak Park Police and 
Fire Board. 

A resident of Oak Park for 25 
years, McGill said he is seeking 
election because he believes. Oak 
Park should be represented oh the 
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ward will be elevated, beginning at about Spencer and con­
tinuing to Winchester, Detroit, 8-Mile wlM'.-be depressed, 
beginning east of Hilton and continuing under Woodward to 
LaPrairie, All turns will be on the current grade level. 

z'r Cost of the work, according to preliminary estimates, will 
be about $1,000,000, with the Federal government and state 
expected to share the cost. 

schools available to the public. 
There will be two vacancies on 

the school board, the terms of 
Mrs. Bttsebetqh Beasley. of 33 
Maywood, Pleasant Ridge, and 
Paul Armstrong of 17 Hanover, 
Pleasant Ridge, * expiring.* Mrs. 
Beasley has been.a member of 
the Board of Education since June, 
1932, and Armstrong has served 
since June, 1944. 

in Suftn Becker 
Television Cast 

Owners of television sets may 
be interested to know that a Lin­
coln high school student is quite 
active on one of the WWJ-TV 
programs. Susan Becker, daugh­
ter of Mr. and Mrs, • Herbert 
Becker of 1517 West Saratoga, 
has been cast in several of the 
^Mother Goose All the Time" pro­
grams on Saturday afternoon. 

Susan last appeared as Polly in 
"Polly Put the Kettle On" about 
two weeks ago. She is a member 
of the Civic Detroit Players and 
appears in many of their- produc­
tions, a recent one being "The 
Five Little Peppers," presented at 
Cooley High School under the 
sponsorship of the Detroit. Wo­
men's Federation. She also re­
cently appeared In the leading 
part of the "Little Princess" pro­
duced by The Players. 

Holy Week Rites 
at Zion Lutheran 

Special services for Holy Week 
are announced by the Rev. L. H. 
Pertner, pastor of Zion Lutheran 
Church, as follows. They will be­
gin with Palm Sunday ^tervice at 
10-,45 a. m. During the following 
week (three communion services 
will be conducted: Wednesday and 
Thursday evenings at 8 o'clock 
and Friday morning at 10 o'clock. 

The annual Good Friday, service 
will again be held from 1 to 2 
p. mr wrthr the Rev, Pertner hav=-
ing as his topic, "Behold the 
Lamb of God." The junior choir 
of 40 voices and a soloist will 
provide special, music- On Easter 
Sunday two services will be held, 
an early service at T;45 a. m. and 

More Firemen 
Mean More Taxes 
Ferndale firemen think their "working" hours—the tirtie 

they spend hanging around the firehouse waiting for an 
alarm to sound—are too long. 

They want their week's stint reduced from 73½ hours 
to 63. TajothjiBjJhejr have informed the city, four more 

Garage, Car Fire 
Firemen extinguished a blaze of 

undetermined origin which dam­
aged a garage and an auto at the 
home of T. Q. Davis of 131 Cam­
bridge, Pleasant Ridge. The loss 
was fixed at $1,000. 

i|Qan Firm Bandit 
"Due" in Court today 

Charged with robbery armed, 
Clayton V, Wurta, 28, of Shover, 
Mica., la due to appear In Fern-
dais police court today for exam­
ination before Associate Justice 
Charles A. Holmaiv 

Wurts, who reportedly confessed 
to 'holding up the General Public 
Loan office at Woodward and West 
9 Mils for the second time in a 
month, stood mute when arraigned 
before Justice Holman Monday. 
Bail of 15,000 cash, or $10,000 two 
sureties, was fixed. 

The prompt action of the loan 
office manager, V. C. Summer*, 
who obtained the license number 
of Wurta'a getaway car, was 
credited by police with making 
possible Wurts's arrest He was 
nabbed by atato polios at his noma, 
a' short time aftar tha holdup, 

I police sakL 
Wurta, according to police, ad-
ltted holding up the loan of-

ice the first time on February fc 
ha get awagr wWt «1*71. 

Last Friday he again ent 
loan office, carrying his b 
sawed-off shotgun. Mis. 
Thomas of 2305« Forest, O 
employed in the loan off! 
she recognised Wurta, wl 
walked in the office. 

After grabbing $100, Wurta fled 
down the stairs and leaped into 
his car. Summers was able to 
note the license number, which 
he gave police, who started in 
pursuit of Wurts, who had driven 
west on West 9 Mile. In the mean* 
time police here called Lansing 
and learned the car was registered 
In ths name of WurU's father, 
the Rev. 8. R. Wurts, of the 
Evangelical United L u t h e r a n 
Church of Snover. 

State police were notified of 
ths holdup and were waiting for 
Wurta when ha got Home. Police 
said he admitted the holdup and 
claimed that ha needed the money 
to pay bins. He has a wife, and 
nvs children. 

Inhalator Saves 
Strangling Baby 

Strangled when a crumb lodged 
in his throat, two-year-old Jerry 
Campagna, son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Anthony Campagna of 23840 Sher­
man, Oak Park, was saved from 
choking to death when Captain 
Floyd Williams applied an inhala­
tor while taking the boy to High­
land Park General Hospital. 

Jerry had been taken to a doc­
tor when bread crumbs became 
lodged in his throat. Police were 
catted by the physician, who 
wanted the child taken to a hos­
pital after it appeared the ob­
struction had been removed. On 
the way to the hospital, it was 
reported, the boy became strang­
led by the obstruction and Wil­
liams used the inhalator In the 
police car and the boy recovered. 

firemen will have to be employed. fhis~ in effect, amounts 
to a pay raise for firemen. < / 

'. What they didn't tell the City Commission was^nat em­
ployment of four more firemen will mean increasing the fire 
Spartment ~" 
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CommunityBldg. B. of C. Speeds 
Fund Gets $75 J Member Drive 
From Taft PTA 

The Taft PTA, at Its. general 
meeting, unanimously voted a 
$75 contribution to the, Fferndale 
Community Building Association 
fund, to be paid out of the Taft 
PTA treasury. 

The motion was passed after a 
discussion regarding the amount 
of $5,000,"which is needed to com­
plete alterations of the Triangle 

Bake Sale Aids 
Scholar Fund 

Proceeds of a bake sale held 
Tuesday night by the teachers of 
Wilson*School at.the PTA meet' 
Ings are to go into a fund to 
provide a scholarship for an out­
standing student at Lincoln high 
school. This fund is a new project 
sponsored by the teachers. 

An Easter program was pre­
sented at the meeting by Arthur 
Sinclair of Detroit, well known 
chalk artist. Another feature was 
the kindergarten band of Mrs. E. 
Lally'a afternoon class. 

Dr. Hudnut Here 
For Good Friday , 

Annual Good Friday services 
will be held in Radio City Theater 
on March 26 from 1 to 2:30 p. m. 
The speaker will be Or. Herbert 
Beecher Hudnut, pastor of the 
Woodward Avenue Presbyterian 
Church, Detroit. Soloists-will be 
Eileen Erwin, soprano and James 
Richard, tenor, both of Ferndale. 
The program Is being prepared by 
the Kiwanis Club and affiliated 
churches. 

Report Firgt Robin 
on East Saratoga 

The cardinals will not have a 
priority on singing any more. The 
first robin has been reported sing­
ing gaily in the back yard of mk 
East Saratoga where Mr. and Kb*, 
Lea H. Deneen reside. Both the 
Deneens heard and saw ths robin. 
With two signs of approaching 
spring, robins and grasshoppers, 
we now feel we can indulge In 
moth balls, O happy dayl 

But property owners already are groaning under a ter­
rific tax burden, and are paying in city, school, county and 
state taxes a total of $52 per $1,000 assessed valuation. 

With the local tax rate of $19.80 per $1,000 assessed 
valuation, within a few. cents of the city's legal limit, there 
is only one way to raise $14,000 a year for four more firemen 
—increase assessed valuations again. 

To pay these four firemen, the city will have to in­
crease assessments by approximately THREE-QUART­
ER OF A MILLION DOLLARS. 

Assessed values of local property already are at an 
all-time high of $26,198,625. , 

When the City Commission begins consideration of the 
1948-1949 budget it has promised the members of the Fire 
Fighters Association, which asked for the shorter work 
week, it will consider the request carefully. The commission 
will find that fire protection costs have soared the laBt few 
years. This year the tax levy for the department was 
$112,340. Last year the tax levy was $98,274 and m 1945-46 
it was only $77,770. 

The city's fire fighters drew $101,450 in salaries this 
year for a chief, two captains, two Ueuteenants, two ser­
geants, four enginemen and 17 firemen. 

The annual report of the department for last year re­
vealed that firemen answered 257 calls in all of 1947, less 
than one a day. The balance of the time apparently was 
spent by the firemen in waiting around for an alarm to 
sound. Of these 257 calls, 2\ were false alarms, 28 were 
grass fires, 20 were to extinguish rubbish blazes and 42 
were for burning autos. 

There were fires in 84 homes, 27 commercial buildings 
and seven garages during the year, the department report 
said. 

This seems like a lot'of activity, but jthe report revealed 
the firemen spent the staggering total of 109 HOURS LAST 
YEAR ON THESE ASSORTED FIRES, only a little more 
than one week of the time spent on duty. In addition, the 
firemen were busy 10 hours and 26 minutes in Pleasant 
Ridge, which also obtains local fire protection. 

Taxpayers hope that when the city considers the re­
quest of the firemen for still more men it will take into con­
sideration these facts. 

With taxes already nearing the breaking point, some­
where along the line a halt has to be called and it would 
seem that right here at home is a good place to start. 

Should the commission approve the firemen's request 
it Is not unlikely that other city departments will offer 
schemes of their own to reduce the time they spend working 
on the public payroll. 

Building to meet the needs of the 
Community Center. 

It was felt that, inasmuch as the 
building will be used principally 
for the youth of the community, 
the contribution f 11 

of youth 
The funds v/ere available due to 

the successful annual fair staged 
by the Taft PTA in November. 

215 Students From Here to Play 
in Music Festival Saturday 

About 215 Ferndale students 
wtllsparticipata in the Southeast-
ern Michigan Band and Orchestra 
Festival which will be held at 
Pierce Junior High School, Orosse 
Point* Park, Saturday. 

Four organtaatktfui will repre­
sent the Fsrndala schools: Linooln 
High School Orchestra, under the 
direction of Mildred Thomas; Lin­
coln- High School Band, directed 
by lUchaxd Btranii Tha AU City 

Junior High Band, directed by 
Ralph Wolter, and the AU City 
Junior High String Orchestra, di­
rected by Betty Haaton and Mil­
dred Thomas. " 

Ths above groups will play for 
nationally known judges, who wilt' 
rata them and iffer criticism en 
thair performance. 

Forty-eight bands and orches­
tras from various schools in ths 
Southeastern Michigan area will 
p*rUaipaU.in the festival 

Study Requests 
For Street Work 

A request from property owners 
for installation of a sidewalk on 
Cambourne, from Hilton to Bon­
ner, is being studied by the street 
committee of the City Commission. 
A petition for installation of se­
wers on Woodward Heights from 
Bonner to Chester, has been re­
ferred to City Manager Gibbs. 

The city again will review the 
possibility of improving the alley 
between Kensington and Pinecrest/ 
from S Mile to Fox, as the result 
of a complaint filed by Joseph 8, 
Ward of 1334 Northway, /The al­
ley was described as health haz­
ard, both from being used by 
trucks driven at high speed, and 
from water In holes in the alley. 
The highway committee will take 
under consideration a plan to in­
clude alley improvements in the 
spring-sJUaet program, 

• • ^ . _ -

Resume Work Soon 
On Street Projects 

Construction of cUrbs, gutters 
and sidewalks on a number of 
streets, which was not completed 
last fall, will get ian early start 
this spring, City Manager Gibbs 
Informed the City Commission 
this week. 

The 1948. membership campaign 
of the Ferndale Board of Com­
merce got off to a flying start 
this week. An announcement of 
the story of FERNIE challenged 
every prospective member to a 
realization of the Inadequacy of 
general businoess organization in 
Ferndale. 

Team members of the industrial 
division Include M. F. Bucking­
ham, T. R. Bonner, CAM. Smillle, 
Robert C. Brown, Ross^ . Rife, 
W.-R^M^ure, <=SlarkE.>Hxonf 
A. O. Jackson, F. J. Boland, Mar-
lin R. Hemphill, president of the 
Board of Commerce, H. N. Ar-
buthnot and R. J. Hayes, all under 
the leadership of Division Chair-

are Ktttjr I»(*ley, tfcn « . 
Fred Arnold/Stanley C. Frank, 
George Polasky and Stewart A. 
Morley. Commercial and service, 
under division chairmanship of 
James E. Perry, will be contacted 
by C.. W. Page, Merton E. Spauld-
ing, Harry Schram, Ernest Golds-
worthy, William H. Paul, LUfyd 
Mitchell, C. E. Anderson, Walter 
Buetikofer, Howard Essmann. The 
professional division, under Frank­
lin Morris, is completing organisa­
tion but will take the field this 
week. y 

"William R. Tarsney, manager of 
the board, exjjfained FERNIE as 
illustrating/the degree to which 
business is organized in Ferndale. 
The thpee colors, green, red, and 
blue/constituting FERNIE'S pres­
ent attire *re in- proportion to 
mail, industrial, and professional 

organized interest respectively. A 
study of FERNIE is enlightening 
as it is indicative of the develop­
ment and growth of Ferndale .in 
recent years and of the number of 
new enterprises now here. 

The campaign is scheduled to 
conclude with a special dinner pro­
gram April 8. 

Auto Lot, 
Bump Shop 
Approved 

After several weeks* delay, 
the City Commission approv­
ed establishment of a used car 
lot at 23550 Woodward and' 
an auto bumping and paint 
shop on West 9 Mile, near 
Finecrest. \ 

Both applications previously had 
found the commission divided as 
to the merit of permitting them to 
operate here. Monday night ob­
jection was made to the used car 
lot, but no protests were made 
against the garage. ., .V 

6"ne" outgrowth "oOhe'^cojitrQ^ 
versy over the used car lot wask. 
the commission's decision to refer 
to 118^0^1^8^^ :007^^111^¾ - ^^ -

gestion that it "study" the pos­
sibility of stricter control of used 
car lots The garage applicant was 
required to agree to restricted 
parking of vehicles in connection 
with his operation. 

After the commission had re­
ceived a protest from the* Wood* 
land park Improvement Associa­
tion, which expressed the fear the 
auto lot might become a nuisance, 
the commission proceeded to again . 
debate the application, whfcfh had 
been filed by the AAA Motor 
Sales. 

Commissioner Capstraw moved 
that the request be granted and 
was supported by Commissioner 
Scott. Before a vote .was taken 
Commissioner Hill asked if the 
city could exercise any control 
over the permit, by putting it an 
annual basis, similar to a property 
lease. Mayor Forsythe observed 
that no time limit could be fixed 
and was supported in this opinion 
by City Attorney Holmes. The 
mayor added that the city had no 
TighttopwrtictpatiF»^iiutB^i©e=and 
that a license was good indefinite­
ly-

URGES CONTROL % 
Commissioner Garbutt remark! 

\ 

\ 
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Elks Bowlen Roll 
In All-Star Meet 

The Bowling League of Elks 
Lodge. No, 1588 leaves tomorrow 
for Rochester, N. Y., to compete 
in the Elks All-Star Tournament 
over the weekend; Men who will 
participate are Bill Scudder, Fred 
Snyder, Fred Rcid, Don McMillan, 
Al Hoag, Frank Perry, Joe Floore, 
Len Behr"e"hTlT, AMay-Onichimow-
ski and Al Dreyer. 

2 Methodist Church Choirs 
To Present Easter Concert 
Combined choirs of the First 

Methodist Church will present an 
Easter concert at the church on 
March 28 at 7:30 p. m. Guest 
soloists will be Elizabeth Humph­
rey, young soprano of Chicago, 
who sang soprano arias in Han­
del's "Messiah" here in December 
at the First Baptist Church. Miss 
Humphrey spent four years as a 
fellowship pupil of Queena Mario 
at the Julllard Graduate School of 
Music, New York City. Later she 
appeared with the American Op­
era Company of Chicago and as 
an oratorio and church soloist. 
. The second half of the concert 
will include selections from the 
Passion and Ressurectlon parts of 
ths "Messiah.;' Ellen Addlngton, 
who conducted the "Messiah" pro­
duction in December, will be guest 
directoj1. 

Ths program will openw^Jh. ths 
chancel choir singing Mark An­
drews', "When X Survey tha Won­
drous Croat," followed by a solo 
by Miss Humphrey. Ths combined 
choirs will sing Chrlstlinson'a 
"Beautiful Saviour." Other fast. 

ures of tho program will be a 
string quartrttf! from Lincoln high 

KLOABXTst 
school and selections by the wo­
man's ensemble of tha chaacal 
choir. 

tfftadisi 
suggest that tha subject of 
car lots be referred to the com­
mission's ordinance committee to 
"study" the possibility of stricter 
control of used car lota; He ex­
pressed the fear that some of 
them, if operated like some lots In 
Detroit, might become a detri­
ment. 

The commission then unanim­
ously approved th« permit and 
agreed that the ordinance commit­
tee, composed of Scott and Hill, 
should study the possibility of 
making some ordinance changes 
for stricter regulation of used car 
lots. 

After several delays, the com­
mission next acted upon the^re-
quest of Martin Keenan of 1407 
Pearson, to operate a bumping 
and paint shop on West 9 Mile, 
near Plnetrest. Previously the 
commission had denied Keenan 
permission to operate on West 9 
Mile, between Beaufleld and Dov­
er. He then made a counter pro-

(Continued on Page 2) 

Here's Hopping 
Sign of Spring 

It is usually robins or swelling 
buds or even early blossoms that 
most people look for as first sighs 
of spring. 

Clarence Groesbeck of 341 West 
Saratoga, a spaceman'for Michi­
gan^ Bell Telephone company, is 
also on the lookout for signs fore­
casting warmer weather (any one 
who isn't?). 

The other day Groesbeck was 
working at Telegraph road and 9 
Mile when he saw what he be­
lieves to be certain prediction 
spring is Just around that north­
west corner. He saw a grasshop­
per that hopped. It wasn't a very 
invigorating hop but enough to 
warm up Groesbeck if not the hop­
per. We might conclude by say­
ing this gives us food for thought 
as well aa food for robins. 

Northwest Bus 
Service Urged 

Another attempt to provida 
transportation for raaidenta in tha 
northwest section will be mada 
by tha city. Soma time ago, Great 
Lakes Greyhound Lines waa aaked 
to reroute buses from Woodward 
to Pinecrest to West t Mile. 

Tha bus company reported It 
could not consider tha request un­
til mora equipment waa obtained. 
Monday night Jarry Fooh of 970 
West Lawufton. Wormad tha City 
Commission thai a number of 
neighbors .in bis are* had again 
complained about tha lack «£ 
* ran tpffrta tips. faolUtlaa 
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