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The year of controversy:

1972 - Busing, election fevers
January

Mayor Henry R. Schiffer was sworn in as
Fcrndale's chief executive - filling a chair held by
Bruce D. Garbutt for 24 years. Frank T. Luxon
was elected mayor pro-tem. Commissioners James
Avery, George Greib, and Robert Paczkowski
complete the new legislative body.

Ferndale Chapter of the National Action Group
— opposing forced cross-district busing — asked the
support of the Ferndale Board of Education. Board
refused for legal purposes although some members
expressed personal sympathy with NAG's
objectives.

* * *
Commission suspended the controversial-Housing

Inspection Ordinance - Number 593. The
Ordinance would have called for special inspection
before a dwelling would be sold or leased.

The Ordinance, reconsidered ~ later ,by
Commission, was repealed by unanimous action.
Suspension and consequential repeal was initiated
by petitions circulated by members of the Ferndale
Association of Voters.

* * *
William M. Richards, county commissioner of

the 10th District, was named Oakland County Drain
Commissioner and Chairman for Pollution Control
on the National Association of Counties
Environmental Quality Steering Committee.

John Kronenberg of Royal Oak was appointed to
fill Richard's term.

February
An early morning fire claimed the lives of a

Ferndale mother, Kathleen Turbeville, and her
six-month old daughter.

* * *
Ferndale School Board voted to study a

proposed Student Union constitution. Constitution
attempted to establish a new form of student
government at Ferndale High School.

* * *
Albert Urpsis was appointed as Pleasant Ridge's

recrcational_clirector.

City of Ferndale accepted an approximate five
percent. _across-the-board increase in property
assessments, after a running dispute of several
months with the County Equalization Department.

March
Mayor Schiffer announced his intention to

appoint a special committee to study the feasibility
of a year-round indoor-outdoor recreational
facility. Statement was part of a general outline of
areas of concern. Other suggestions included senior
c i t izens ' housing, beautification programs,
pedestrian safety, business district parking, drugs,
Charter revision, housing inspection, recycling, and
recreation.

* * #
Ferndale Community Task Force on Drugs

recommended implementation of a pilot program
•- similar to Oakland Community College's Center
for Drug Studies. Initially, the program would be
directed towards young people who are addicted to
drugs, and wish to rehabilitate themselves.

Douglas J. Aikenhead was appointed to the
City's urban renewal department. His responsibility
is to-relocate persons displaced by urban renewal.

* * *
Ferndale High School PTSA Presented '"Annie

Get Your Gun," continuing its tradition of
performing a musical comedy each spring.

* * *
Board of Education unanimously voted to

approve the Student Union constitution - pending
ratification by the study body.

.The following week, Board reversed itself, and
voted to kill the Student Union. Re-vote was
necessary when the, previous meeting was declared
illegal because a notice advertising the meeting had
not been posted 12 hours prior to the meeting.

* * *
Pleasant Ridge City Clerk of 27 years, Winsorf S.

Moberly, resigned his post. Commission voted him
a letter of commendation.

* * #
Clarence Stone, assistant Ferndale High School

principal, was named principal at Highland Park
High School.

* * *
Board of Education voted to notify 35

probationary and first year tenure teachers of their
tentative lay-off from the school staff.'Move was
dictated by the Board's troubled finances.

April
Pleasant Ridge city election was submitted to the

Oakland County Board of Canvassers. Outcome of
the election pended validity of an absentee ballot
- which would either break or confirm a tie

between John E. S. Scott and Edward Haapa.
John Slavens was top vote-getter; Charles

Bourland, who made the poorest showing, wns
eliminated regardless of the outcome of the
canvass.
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The north wind does blow bringing ice and snow and hours of fun on the sled
hill at Martin Road Park. Saucers and sleds bring sounds of laughter on the way
down and grunts and groans on the way up.

of peace and happiness
From the staff

When the disputed ballot was thrown out, Scott
was declared winner, and sworn in.

City Commission received a $4.5 million budget.
It represented a $355,203 increase over 1971-72.

* * *
Board of Education decided to place two lax

proposals on the June ballot. They ask for one
additional mill for operating expense; and one mill
for building and site maintenance.

* # #
The U. S. Department of Health, Education, ami

Welfare ordered federal funds cut off to Ferndale
Public Schools. Cutoff would be effective in 30
days.

Ferndale was the first northern school system to
face enforcement of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
HEW charged that Grant School was established
and maintained exclusively as an all-black school.
Board has until May 8 to appeal the judgment.
Funds will end May 19.

June

May
Sliding in just before deadline, Ferndale Board

voted to appeal the HEW racial bias, charge. In
similar action, it voted to supplement school
programs funded by federal monies - from the
general fund — should there be no stay of the
cutoff date.

Following a state-wkte trend, Alabama Gov.
George Wallace swept local contests in Michigan's
first Presidential Primary election in 44 years.

Also following the pack, Ferndale voters
supported a proposal allowing state lotteries; and
narrowly defeated a question requiring that state
officials resign before accepting other positions.

Precinct delegates to party county conventions
were also elected.

* * *
Commission passed an Ordinance to insure

protection for the public relative to use of private,
outdoor pools. Pool owners must,now apply for a
permit from the building-inspector. •

* * *
HEW allowed Ferndaie Schools a 30-day

extension - before it cuts off funds. The delay
saved the District $20,000 in local funds which
would have been necessary to maintain current
federally subsidized programs.

* # *
Congressman William S, Broom field announced

his intention to move out of the 18th District
which he had represented for 16 years. He vowed
to vie in the 19th District contest.

* * *
A total of 54 individual groups marched in

Ferndale's annual Memorial Day parade.

Ten residents of the Ferndale School District
filed for two positions on the Board of Education.
Of these one candidate, Kevin Knight, withdrew
his name from contention.

Other hopefuls were J. Kenneth Carter, David W.
Dystant, Donald P. Flavin, Frances Jenkins, Marion
..loan Koss, William E. Morris, Maurice E. Neil,
David Pement, and Mark B. Schwartz.

Mrs. Jenkins and Morris were elected.
On the same ballot, two millage proposals were

defeated.
* * *

CAPAD -- Community Action Program Against
Drugs, opened its door. Director is Steven
Bylinsky; assisted by Mike Leach,

* * *
- Kenneth A. Johnson, assistant to the city
manager, resigned.

* :|: +
Ferndale High School bid adieu to Hie Class of

1972. Five students in particular were lauded for
earning all A report cards'during their entire high
school career. They were Marvin Natowicz,
Melinda Hock, Cindy Segal, Patti Sandling, and
Bruce Carl. John F. Kennedy awards were
presented to Susan Mason and Bart Morrstein.

* * *
Ferndale School applied for state Elementary

and Secondary Education Act funds Title I.
Money would be used for vocational education,
remedial reading and math classes.

* * *
Amid the vocal objection of a nearly full

auditorium, Ferndale City Commission approved
an Ordinance to create a Local Officials'
Compensat ion Commission. The salary
commission, which would be nominated by the
mayor and approved by the City Commission,
would be comprised of seven members of the
community who would serve without pay.

July
Ferndale School Board ratified teachers'

contracts. A minimum number of revisions were
entailed. Board also re-adopted a 14-year statement
of principles by a 4-3 vote.

* * *
Board accepted for study the final report of the

Citizens Advisory Committee on Lincoln Junior
High School. The short range solution favored by
the committee is one^ of establishing two
self-contained junior high schools in existing
elementary school buildings.

City Commission appointed seven residents to'
the salary commission. They were Lewis Realy,
Donald L. Moran, the Rev. George Halsted, Robert
Waldick, Chester T. Murawski, Russell E.
Thompson, and Joseph Dolinshck.

H*

In the wake of forced busing plans, Ferndale
residents sponsored a series of rallies. Ferndaie
School District United began canvassing the
district, enlisting the support of neighbors, and
collecting a fund for legal purposes.

Announced school pairings would exchange
some Grant School students with Best and Harding
Schools. Some Roosevelt students would be
transported to Detroit's Palmer School.

Coolidge and Jackson would be paired with
Breitmeyer. Taft and Wilson kindergartners would

.go to Moore. Jefferson and Wilson would exchange
withMaybee.

August
Ferndale Board of Education signed its first

contractual agreement with administrators, Under
the new contract, Board recognized the Ferndale
School Administrators Association as the sole and
exclusive collective bargaining representative for
the Board in administrative and/or supervisory
positions.

Custodians were granted a 3.5 percent pay hike.
* * *

Commission requested that the Election
Commission meet wtih concerned citizens to
explore the possibility of conducting *a
door-to-door voting registration campaign.

* * *.
Voters against went to the polls to cast ballots in

the Primary election. Daniel Cooper, Democrat,
and Robert Huber, Republican, were nominated in
the 18th Congressional District; Philip O. Mastin,
Democrat, and Donald Sargent, Republican, were
favorites in the 69th State Legislative District; and
Betnatd Lennon, Democratic; and Ddrothy
Mclntosh, Republican, in the 18th County
Commission.

Party nominees for county offices wereThomas
PI u n ke tt"," Democrat, LT Brooks 'Patterson,
Republican, county • prosecutor; Johannes F.
Spreen, Democrat, Leo Hazen, sheriff; Jean.Saile,
Democrat, Lynn Allen., Republican, county clerk;
James Brennan, Democrat, C. Hugh Dohany,
Republican, county treasurer; and William
Richards, Democrat, George Kuhn, Republican,
drain commissioner.

* * *
U. S. Sixth District Court of Appeals denied

Ferndale School District a stay on cutoff of federal
aid. A total of $184,000 in Elementary and Second
Education monies, Title 1; and $40,000 for
vocational education are in jeopardy.

Superintendent of Schools John J. Houghton
announced that the District could lose its state aid
- 40 percent of the budget - if found guilty of the
segregation charge made by HEW.

* * >*
City Commission placed four charter

amendments questions on the ballot for November.
They would limit elected officials to two
consecutive terms; require any expenditure in
amount of $100,000 in excess of the budget be
brought before the electorate; publish the annual
audit certification in the newspaper with the
largest circulation; budget summaries be made
available upon request.

A non-partisan voter registration drive was voted.
Volunteers canvassed the city giving residents
information on registration.

September
Ferndale School Board approved a $4,000

expenditure for Capad (Community Action
Program Against1 Drugs).- Financial problems had
threatened to close the center.

A lunch program for low income families was
announced by the Board. The free or
reduced-in-price meal will be distributed, to
students at Lincoln Junior High School and
Ferndale High School.

* * H<

Jesse R. Soltcss, Director of Community
Development, reported that FHA repossessions in
Ferndale number 56 for the year. The. report
shattered hopes of an increase in rehabilitation
work.

(continued on puge 3)

Set open hearing
date and place

An open study session to consider "Black
; Boy" and "Soul onictf" will be held at 7 p m

Tuesday, Jan. 2 at Ta f t E1 e m e n t a r y
school. An open hearing will follow.

The regular meeting Board of Education
meeting will be held at 8 p.m. Wednesday,
Jan, 3 at Coolidge Elementary.


