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The Ferndale Elks Club at Woodward and Vester as it appeared a year ago. It was
once o bank:
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Tln Ferudlle Elks considered moving out of “the oldest
Tooking building in the City" more than a year ago, but decided
instead Lo give it a complete face-lifd.

Now the members are finding that their renovated boilding
al Woodward and Vester is drawing compliments — and
patrons.

“The renovation has Increased attendance among members
considerably and drawn more people [rom other Elks lodges,”
said James McDonald, an active member for five years. “I'd
jguess overall attendance ks up about 15 per cenl.”

MeDonald sald the elub is also attracting greater numbers

of groups who rent the upstairs hall for weddings and parties.
'l'gm are up substantially, I'd guess about 2530 per cent,"” he
said.

The work began a yeor ago and was completed in December
al & cost of approximately §50,000. Construction crews trans-
formed the building, & grey, cement-faced former bank, into a
maodern, streamlined mtmuirtlluwm brick and sandy-
colored stone,

The building was construcled in 1920 and served as the
American State Bank until the Benevalent and Protective Order
of Elbl.elﬂl.odgl 1588 took it over 30 years ago, according to
members.
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A medern design composed of a yellow steel roof, brick and stone covers all frﬂu: of
the club’s former appearance. (Tribune Photeo)

Renovated Eyesore Draws Raves, and Patrons, for Ferndale Elks

All traces of two of the building’s more noticeable features,
a second-story fire escape on the Vester side and long classical
columns flanking the entrance, were removed during the [ace-
Tt

MeDonald said, “We renovated it mainly because il was an
eyesore. We're proud of our club and we wanted todoour part lo
improve the building's appearance and enhance the image of

Ferndale. i

“‘We're definitely happy with it now . . . It was the oldest
looking thing in the City."

MeDonald said the Elks considersd moving to a mew
headquarters ratber than attempt the large renovalion project.

Please Support Ferndale’s Historical Museum

MeDonald said, “We looked around the City, but when we
found nothing suitable available, we just decided to fix up the old
int."

. The work also extended to the inberior, although the club
was never closed during the allerations. Inside are new drapes,
carpet, bar equipment and tables.

David Bensop, the lodge’s exalted ruler, credits the success
of the project to Earl Young, a member of the Board of Trustees,
whi "supervised" the work of the architeet and coatractor,

Michael A. Boggio, a Southfield architect, designed the
alterations and Stesback Construction Co, I'mldil\‘-.m"
formed the wark.



